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January 2009 
Talk Peace, Make Peace 

 

Wacha noma, bonga amani. (Sheng) 
Leave bad things, talk peace. 
 
Dere amani manzee. (Sheng) 
Drive peace my colleagues. 
 
 
Sheng (Kenya) Sayings 
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February 2009 
Learn from History  

 
 

Koklo ka koli dzi, eno fe atafu nue wokena do. (Ewe) 
 
Un poussin qui fouille trop les tas des déchets (d'une poubelle) finit par 
rencontrer les os de sa mère. (French) 
 
Kifaranga kichokoracho mlima (lundo) wa uchafu hukutana n a mifupa ya 
mamae. (Swahili) 
 
A chicken that keeps scratching the dung-hill will soon find  the mother’s thigh bones. (English)  

 

Ewe (Ghana, Benin, Nigeria and Togo) Proverb 
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Illustrations by:  Cephas Agbemenu 
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March 2009 
Small Events Have Great Effects 

 

Akbar na:r min asgar shara:r (Arabic)  
 
Le grand feu debute par le premier etincele. (French) 
 
Great fires erupt from tiny sparks. (English) 

 

Arabic (Libya) Proverb  
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April  2009  
Challenge Our Leaders to Reconcile 

 

 
Kushayw'edonsayo. (Zulu) 
 
The lead cow (the one in front) gets whipped the most. (English) 
  

Zulu (South Africa , Swaziland) Proverb 
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May 2009  
Avoid Disruption of Harmony and Peace in Society  

 

Ungichogotha nyoka, no nginya wiharirie kurumwo niyo. (Gi kuyu) 

Ukichokoza nyoka, hauna budi hujitayarisha kuumwa nayo (Sw ahili)  
 
If you rattle a snake, you should be prepared to be bitten by it . 
(English)  
 

Gikuyu (Kenya ) Proverb 
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June 2009  
Promote the Good of the Community  

 

 

 
Agulu pii odiyo otac. (Acholi) 

Jungu la maji hugandamiza kata. (Swahili) 

The water pot presses upon the small circular pad. (English) 

  
Acholi (Uganda) Proverb 
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July 2009  
Foster Dialogue 

 

Nkore nkiyok natua norubare lkiye, naa nkore nkiyok naiichu  nerubare 
nkichoni. (Samburu) 
  
Sikio lisilosikia hufuatwa na mauti na sikio linalosikia h ufuatwa na baraka. 
(Swahili)  
 
A deaf ear is followed by death and an ear that listens is followed by blessings. 
(English) 

  

Samburu (Kenya) Proverb 
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August  2009  
Actions Not Words  

 

 
Isihlahla saziwa ngezithelo zaso. (Zulu) 

Mti hujuliana kwa matunda yake. (Swahili)  

A tree is known by its fruit. (English)  

Zulu (South Africa, Swaziland) Proverb 
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September 2009  
Act Wisely 

 

 

 

 
Amaisho gomukuru gakila orumuli kumulika. (Haya) 

Fumbo mfubie mjinga mwerevu huling’amua. (Swahili) 

The eyes of the wise person see through you. (English) 

 

Haya (Tanzania) Proverb 
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October 2009  
Depend on Wise People 

 

Nyansapö, kwasea ntumi nsane gye sé nyansafoö. (Akan)  
 
The knot of wisdom a fool cannot untie; it takes a wise person. (Literal English 
Translation) 
 
Only a wise person can solve a difficult problem. (Figurativ e English Translation) 
 
Akan (Ghana) Proverb 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Photo Credit: 
Maryknoll Africa 
Website 

   1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

http://www.afriprov.org/maps/africamp.htm#ghana


November 2009  
Suffer for Justice 

 

Kulalya ukiwa kommba mndu vo / Ulandelye ukiwa 
ulandewe mndu pfo / Utametelya ukiva weva mndu kwi. 
(Three Chagga dialects) 
 
Usipopata taabu hujawa mtu. (Swahili) 
 
Suffering is prior to attaining success or perfection. 
(English)  

Chagga (Tanzania) Proverb  
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December 2009  
Appreciate God’s Power 

 

 
Kuteka Lesa ke kumweka bwishi ne. (Kaonde) 
 
When God cooks, you don't see smoke. (English) 
 

Kaonde (Zambia) Proverb  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Photo Credit of 
carving of the 
Raising of Lazarus: 
Cephas Agbemenu 

 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

 
The United Nations has designated 2009 as the “World Year of Reconciliation.” The theme of the Second African Synod to 
take place in Rome from 4-25 October, 2009 is “The Church in Africa in Service to Reconciliation, Justice and Peace.” 
            
Design: Nicholas Adongo, Cephas Agbemenu, Jennifer Ehrentraut, Joseph G. Healey 
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